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Husband didn’t 


affect Senate, 
Rosenberg says 


Hefner enters 
alcohol rehab 


after accusations 


By Michael Levenson 
and Yvonne Abraham 
GLOBE STAFF 

Senate President Stanley C. 
Rosenberg, fighting to main- 
tain his grip on power, said Fri- 
day that he was shocked and 
heartbroken by allegations that 
his husband sexually assaulted 
and harassed four men but was 
confident an investigation 
would show his spouse did not 
interfere with the Senate’s offi- 
cial business. 

Rosenberg said he will coop- 
erate fully with an investigation 
launched by his Senate col- 
leagues while his husband, Bry- 
on Hefner, 30, enters an in-pa- 
tient treatment center for alco- 
hol dependence. 

Appearing near tears and 
his voice breaking as he read 
from a prepared statement, 
Rosenberg reiterated that the 
Senate maintains a “zero-toler- 
ance policy” for sexual harass- 
ment and “will always encour- 
age people to come forward to 
any authority they feel comfort- 
able with without any fear of re- 
taliation.” 

“My heart goes out to any- 
one who may have been hurt, 
and I am committed to helping 
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“They can't 
ignore this 
anymore 


hey are glad to 

know they’re 

not alone, re- 

lieved that peo- 

ple believe 
them, heartened that at 
least some leaders at the 
highest levels are taking 
their claims seriously. 

But the men who say 
they were assaulted and 
harassed by Bryon Hefner, 
the husband of Senate 
President Stan Rosenberg, 
are still afraid to be named 
publicly. They’re not yet 
sure whether they’ll coop- 
erate with an investigation 
into their allegations. And 
three of them are angry at 
what they see as Rosen- 
berg’s continued unwilling- 
ness to grapple with what 
happened to them. 

On Thursday, the Globe 
published the men’s claims 
that Hefner had used his 
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Senate President Stanley C. Rosenberg said he is 
“committed to helping anyone who has been harmed.” 
Kevin Cullen wonders how he can stay in the job. Metro, 4. 


Last-minute deals 
put GOP tax plan on 
road to Senate vote 


By Astead W. Herndon 


GLOBE STAFF 
and Julia Jacobs 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON — Republi- 
cans were poised to clear a cru- 
cial hurdle Friday in their quest 
to deliver President Trump a 
signature political accomplish- 
ment, as the Senate moved 
closer to passing its version of a 
historic tax overhaul on a large- 
ly party-line vote. 

After weeks of back-room 
negotiations, 51 of 52 Republi- 
can senators appeared likely to 
support a package that would 
dramatically lower taxes, par- 
ticularly for corporations and 
wealthy individuals, in hopes 
that the money would be later 
invested and stimulate the 
economy. 

The thin majority emerged 
after a frenzy of a Friday in 
which several last-minute deals 
forced Senate staffers to contin- 
ually rewrite the legislative text 
— with some markups even oc- 


curring by handwritten notes 
mere hours before a final vote 
was scheduled. 

Black SUVs were waiting 
outside the Capitol Friday eve- 
ning to whisk lawmakers im- 
mediately to the airport after 
the vote. But first, Republicans 
crowed with confidence about 
their looming legislative victo- 
ry. 

“We have the votes,” de- 
clared Senate majority leader 
Mitch McConnell Friday after- 
noon. 

At around 9 p.m., senators 
began what’s often called a 
“vote-a-rama,” an hours-long 
process that allows individual 
lawmakers to bring up nearly 
any amendment for a short de- 
bate and vote. While Republi- 
cans were eager to move past 
this process and vote on their 
agreed-upon bill, Democrats 
used the time to embarrass 
their colleagues into politically 
toxic votes. 
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TILLERSON, TRUMP RESPOND 


The secretary of state called reports that the White 
House wants him to resign “laughable” while the 
president termed the stories “fake news.” Nation, 6. 


LECTURER FOR A DAY 


BU’s School of Medicine brings in young people with 
challenges to educate medical students. Braeden Yee 
(right), who has autism, led the class. Good Life. 


WHAT'S NEXT FOR BITCOIN 
The massive financial exchange CME Group said it 


will soon offer futures contracts on the digital 
currency, but a bubble may loom. Business, 8. 
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Flynn pleads guilty to 
to FBI on Russia 


. af 


| 
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Michael Flynn, the former national security adviser, left the courthouse in Washington, D.C., on Friday. 


Probe's scope 
catches White 
House off guard 


By Rosalind S. Helderman, Tom 
Hamburger, and Karen DeYoung 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — After six months of 
work, special counsel Robert Mueller III 
has now indicted two top advisers to 

President Trump and ac- 
NEWS cepted guilty Be from 
ANALYSIS two others in exchange for 
~ their cooperation with his 
probe into Russian meddling in the 2016 
election — a sign of mounting legal peril 
for the White House. 

With the guilty plea Friday by former 
national security adviser Michael Flynn 
— one of Trump’s closest and most valued 
aides — the investigation has swept up an 
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Documents show he spoke with ambassador 
under orders from Trump transition team 


By Eileen Sullivan 
and Adam Goldman 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — President 
Trump’s former national security ad- 
viser, Michael T. Flynn, pleaded 
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI about 
conversations with the Russian am- 
bassador, and newly released court 
documents said Flynn pursued those 
discussions under orders from 
Trump’s transition staff. 

Court papers make clear that se- 
nior Trump transition officials were 
fully aware of Flynn’s outreach to 
Russian officials in the weeks before 
the inauguration. 

The officials were not named in 
court papers, but people familiar 
with the case identified two of them 
to the Associated Press as Jared 


Kushner, the president’s son-in-law, 
and former deputy national security 
adviser K.T. McFarland, now up for 
an ambassadorship. 

As part of his agreement to admit 
to a single criminal charge, Flynn be- 
came the first senior White House of- 
ficial to pledge cooperation in the 
special counsel’s wide-ranging inqui- 
ry of Russia election meddling. 

Flynn’s December discussions 
with Sergey I. Kislyak, the Russian 
ambassador, about foreign policy 
were part of a coordinated effort by 
aides running Trump’s transition into 
the White House, according to court 
documents released as part of the 
plea agreement. 

The transition team was led by 
Vice President Mike Pence. In addi- 
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Driverless Lyft rides coming to Seaport 


Short trips — with human monitors — 


offered by year’s end in nuTonomy deal 


Route used for 
passenger test 


earlier this year 


Convention and 
Exhibition SY 
Center we 


SOURCE: City of Boston 


DRYDOCK AVENUE 


By Adam Vaccaro 


GLOBE STAFF 


You'll soon be able to take a ride in a self-driving car 


around South Boston. 


pany Lyft. 


nuTonomy Inc. 


ET 


GLOBE STAFF 


The Boston company testing driverless car technology 
said it will offer short rides to the public around the Sea- 
port District and Fort Point neighborhood by the end of 
December through a partnership with ride-hailing com- 


Details of the arrangement, including its official 
launch date, are still being worked out, but will be an- 
nounced soon, said Karl Iagnemma, chief executive of 


This would mark the first wide-scale passenger test 
for an automated vehicle in Massachusetts, and with it, 
Boston would join Pittsburgh, Phoenix, and Las Vegas in 
allowing the general public to catch a ride from a robot. 
As with most of those other tests, the Boston riders won’t 
be completely on their own: A nuTonomy employee must 
be behind the wheel, ready to take control, and a second 
employee will be in the front passenger seat monitoring 


LYFT, Page 5 


OK, OK 


Saturday: P.M. clouds. 
High 43-48. Low 31-36. 


Sunday: More of the same. 
High 43-48. Low 30-35. 


High tide: 9:27 a.m., 10:01 p.m. 
Sunrise: 6:55 Sunset: 4:12 


Complete report 
in Sports, 12. 


Pope speaks out 
on Rohingya 

Francis had been wary of 
mentioning the persecuted 
Muslims on his visit to Myan- 


mar and Bangladesh. World, 7. 


Tourism down 

The number of visitors to the 
United States has dropped 4 
percent in 2017. Business, 8. 


Driver in Newton 


crash may face jail 
A judge ruled that Bradford 
Casler will get up to two years 
if he pleads guilty for the fatal 
pizzeria accident. Metro, 4. 


Paper or... 

Boston shoppers weighed in 
on the possible loss of the 
everyday plastic bag. Metro, 2. 
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